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1. 



Claims 1-30 are pending. 



2. 



This application claims benefit of 09/22/2000. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Christofferson et al [6,807,563 B1] in view of Yen et al [Yen 6,724,918 B1] and further in 

view of Russin et al [Russin 6,831 ,667 B1]. 

3. As per claim 1 , Christofferson discloses A method of capturing (extracting) and 
distributing media content through a computer network [Christofferson, automatic 
teleconferencing control system, abstract], comprising the steps of: 

comparing a plurality of clips of media content captured with at least one capture 
system against a set of trigger criteria, said trigger criteria defining at least one type of 
media content which is to be transmitted to a distribution system [Christofferson, the 
bridge analyzer comprises a variety of trigger functions including comparisons the 
media flows, col 5 lines 5-28]; 

identifying clips from said plurality of clips which satisfy said trigger criteria 
[Christofferson, identifying trigger criteria, col 10 lines 10-30]; 

transmitting said identified clips to said distribution system through said computer 
network [Christofferson, LAN, WAN, col 3 lines 18-44]; 
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However Christofferson does not detail 

"combining a plurality of said clips into a (micro) channel stream, each of said 
combined clips being associated with criteria from said trigger criteria that overlap at 
least a portion of (micro) channel criteria, said (micro) channel criteria defining at least 
one type of media content to be included in said (micro) channel stream; and 
transmitting said (micro) channel stream to at least one client through said computer 
network. 

Yen discloses a system and method for indexing, accessing and retrieving 
Audio/video with concurrent sketch activity wherein the media information is defined in 
correlation and overlap with each other and trigger an automated combining of 
correlated information [Yen, col 8 lines 24-39] 

Therefore it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the combining media information with trigger criteria 
that overlap with each other as taught by Yen into the Christofferson's apparatus in 
order to utilize the trigger criteria function. Doing so would provide a method in a form 
that allows it to be accessed by a number of clients via Internet [Yen col 4 lines 5-9]. 

However Christofferson-Yen does not detail the microchannel to transport the 
media stream. It was well-known in the art that the data processing system employs the 
bus architectures such as Micro channel to improve the service performance of the 
multimedia formats via Internet [Russin, col 4 line 31; col 5 lines 30-64] 

Therefore it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the combining the microchannel with multimedia 
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formats as taught by Russin into the Christofferson-Yen apparatus in order to expand 
one or more section of a web page in multiple display modes with a minimum of traffic 
[Russin, col 1 lines 45-50]. 

4. As per claim 2, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose subscribing each of said at 
least one capture system to said distribution system [Christofferson, the bridge analyzer 
comprises a variety of trigger functions including comparisons the media flows, col 5 
lines 5-28]. 

5. As per claim 3, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose receiving with said 
distribution system data identifying each of said at least one capture system and data 
identifying trigger capabilities for each of said at least one capture system 
[Christofferson, the bridge analyzer comprises a variety of trigger functions including 
comparisons the media flows, col 5 lines 5-28]. 

6. As per claim 4, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose transmitting at least one set 
of triggers for said at least one capture system from said distribution system through 
said computer network to said at least one capture system in order to direct said at least 
one capture system to transmit clips of media content of a type identified by said at least 
one set of triggers [Christofferson, the bridge analyzer comprises a variety of trigger 
functions including comparisons the media flows, col 5 lines 5-28], 
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7. As per claim 5, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose transmitting said at least one 
set of triggers is in response to a need for new media content to populate a 
microchannel [Russin, micro channel col 4 line 31; multimedia formats, col 5 lines 30- 
64]. 



8. As per claim 6, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose transmitting said at least one 
set of triggers is in response to a request received from said client [Christofferson, the 
bridge analyzer comprises a variety of trigger functions including comparisons the 
media flows, col 5 lines 5-28]. 



9. As per claim 7 f Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose transmitting advertisements 
within said microchannel stream [Russin, micro channel col 4 line 31; multimedia 
formats, col 5 lines 30-64]. 



10. As per claim 8, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose advertisements are 
transmitted proximate in time to clips of media content related to said advertisements 
[Russin, micro channel col 4 line 31 ; multimedia formats, col 5 lines 30-64]. 

11. As per claim 9, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said trigger criteria include an 
occurrence of an event, a characteristic of said event, a characteristic associated with 
said at least one capture system, or a combination thereof [Christofferson, the bridge 
analyzer comprises a variety of trigger functions including comparisons the media flows, 
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12. As per claim 10, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said clips are video clips, 
still image clips, mosaic clips, audio clips or a combination thereof [Russin, micro 
channel col 4 line 31 ; multimedia formats, col 5 lines 30-64]. 

1 3. As per claim 1 1 , Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said event includes an 
appearance of an object in a scene, a disappearance of an object in a scene, motion of 
an object in a scene, or combination thereof, and said characteristic of said event 
includes a time said event occurred, a location of a capture system, a type of content 
being captured by a capture system, a description of said event, a size of an object in a 
scene, a type of an object in a scene, a color of an object in a scene, a texture of an 
object in a scene, a direction of motion of an object in a scene, or a combination thereof 
[Russin, micro channel col 4 line 31; multimedia formats, col 5 lines 30-64]. 

14. As per claim 12, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said client is a web server 
that transmits a web page including said microchannel [Yen, web apge, col 14 line 62], 
said method further comprising the steps of charging a monetary fee for transmitting 
said microchannel stream to said web server over a period of time, identifying any 
capture systems which provided clips that were included within the microchannel stream 
served over said period of time, and crediting operators of said identified capture 
systems a proportional amount of said monetary fee, said proportional amount 
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determined at least in part by the proportion of the total microchannel stream provided 
by each of said identified capture systems over said period of time [Russin, micro 
channel col 4 line 31 ; multimedia formats, col 5 lines 30-64]. 

15. As per claim 13, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose storing said transmitted clips 
in a database along with data identifying a respective capture system which transmitted 
each of said transmitted clips and data identifying respective criteria from said trigger 
criteria which each of said clips satisfied [Christofferson, database, col 4 lines 10]. 

16. As per claim 14, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose receiving a query from a 
client to search said database for clips having identified criteria, identifying at least one 
clip satisfying said query, and transmitting said at least one clip satisfying said query to 
said client through said computer network [Christofferson, database, col 4 lines 10]. 

17. As per claim 15, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said identified criteria is 
selected from microchannel criteria defining a microchannel transmitted to said client 
[Russin, micro channel col 4 line 31; multimedia formats, col 5 lines 30-64], 

18. As per claim 16, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose receiving with said 
distribution system an annotation regarding a clip within a transmitted microchannel 
stream and storing said annotation in said database [Christofferson, database, col 4 
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19. As per claim 17 contains the similar limitations set forth in claim 1 . Therefore 
claim 17 is rejected for the same rationale set forth in claim 1. 

20. As per claim 18, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said distribution system 
further comprises a database [Christofferson, database, col 4 lines 10], said database 
including a plurality of clips received from said at least one capture system along with 
data identifying a capture system which transmitted each of said transmitted clips and 
data identifying criteria from said trigger criteria which identifies the media content of 
each of said clips, and wherein said microchannel creator creates said microchannel 
stream at least in part from clips in said database [Russin, micro channel col 4 line 31 ; 
multimedia formats, col 5 lines 30-64]. 

21 . As per claim 19, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose a viewer database query 
and access system, said query and access system identifying at least one clip from said 
database in response to a query identifying search criteria and received from a client, 
said query and access system transmitting said at least one clip to said client through 
said computer network [Christofferson, database, col 4 lines 10]. 
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22. As per claim 20, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said search criteria is 
selected from said microchannel criteria [Russin, micro channel col 4 line 31]. 

23. As per claim 21 , Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose a channel arbitrator, said 
channel arbitrator communicating with each of said at least one capture system to 
subscribe said at least one capture system to said distribution system, said channel 
arbitrator receiving data identifying said at least one capture system and data identifying 
trigger capabilities of said at least one capture system [Christofferosn, bridge analyzer, 
Fig 2]. 



24. As per claim 22, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said channel arbitrator 
communicates with said at least one capture system to reconfigure said set of at least 
one trigger defined for said at least one capture system [Christofferosn, bridge analyzer, 
Fig 2]. 



25. As per claim 23, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said channel arbitrator 
reconfigures said set of at least one trigger in response to a need of said at least one 
microchannel creator for clips of new media content [Christofferosn, bridge analyzer, Fig 
2]. 



26. As per claim 24, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said channel arbitrator 
reconfigures said set of at least one trigger in response to a request received from a 
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client [Christofferosn, bridge analyzer, Fig 2], 

27. As per claim 25, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said at least one 
microchannel creator retrieves advertisements from a database and provides said 
advertisements within said microchannel stream [Russin, micro channel col 4 line 31; 
multimedia formats, col 5 lines 30-64], 

28. As per claims 26,27 contain the similar limitations set forth in claims 9,10. 
Therefore claims 26,27 are rejected for the same rationale set forth in claims 9,10. 

29. As per claim 28, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said event includes an 
appearance of an object in a scene, a disappearance of an object in a scene, motion of 
an object in a scene, or combination thereof, and said characteristic of said event 
includes a time said event occurred, a location of a capture system, a type of content 
being captured by a capture system, a description of said event, a size of an object in a 
scene, a type of an object in a scene, a color of an object in a scene, a texture of an 
object in a scene, a direction of motion of an object in a scene, or a combination thereof 
[Christofferson, avatar, col 4 lines 50 et seq]. 

30. As per claim 29, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose at least one client which is a 
web server [Christofferson, web site, col 4 lines 57]. 
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31 . As per claim 30, Christofferson-Yen-Russin disclose said web server transmits a 
web page including said microchannel [Yen, web apge, col 14 line 62], said distribution 
system further comprising means for identifying any of said at least one capture system 
which provided clips that were included within a microchannel stream transmitted over a 
period of time to said web server and means for identifying a proportion of said total 
microchannel stream provided by each of said identified at least one capture system 
over said period of time [Russin, micro channel col 4 line 31; multimedia formats, col 5 
lines 30-64]. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Thong Vu, whose telephone plurality is (571)-272- 
3904. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:00AM- 3:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell, can be reached at (571) 272-3868. The fax plurality for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval IPAIRI system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PMR or Public PMR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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